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More than 22 million people speak Dutch-primarily in the Netherlands, Belgium, Suriname, and the Antilles.
Roland Willemyns here offers a well-researched and highly readable survey of the Dutch language in all its
historical, geographic, and social aspects.
Willemyns tells a story of language contact and conflict. From its earliest days, Dutch has been in intense
contact with other languages both within and outside the borders of the Low Countries, particularly with
French, Frisian, and German.
The first part of Dutch concentrates on the historical development of standard Dutch and its dialects. The
second part focuses on contemporary Dutch, including its many dialects in Flanders and Holland (some of
them on the verge of extinction). Willemyns pays special attention to important questions in the history of
Dutch, particularly the contentious matter of the global spread of Dutch through colonization-which led to
"exotic" variations such as Afrikaans, pidgins, and creoles-and whether Dutchmen and Flemings are
"separated by the same language." His final chapter tries to shed some light on the future of Dutch, and the
impact of such "new" varieties as Poldernederlands (in Holland) and Verkavelingsvlaams (in Flanders).
Placing the Dutch story in the context of other West-Germanic languages like German and English, Dutch:
Biography of a Language is the only English language history of Dutch and will be sure to interest a global
audience of students of Dutch, those of Dutch descent, and linguists and other scholars wishing to learn more
about Dutch.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Bates:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Dutch: Biography of a
Language? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Wesley Jerkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Dutch: Biography of a Language is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Julie Kappel:

The ability that you get from Dutch: Biography of a Language is the more deep you rooting the information
that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Dutch: Biography of a Language giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of Dutch: Biography of a Language instantly.

Marsha Gleason:

The actual book Dutch: Biography of a Language will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Dutch: Biography of a Language is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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