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The metamorphic nature of Venice, a city in which most buildings underwent throughout the centuries
substantial volumetric and formal transformations informed by political and cultural shifts, is revealed in
Elements of Venice through the analysis of single architectural elements. Developed as a parallel research
project of Fundamentals--the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale curated by Rem Koolhaas--the book offers
insights on Venetian facades, stairs, corridors, floors, ramps, ceilings, doors, hearths, windows, balconies and
walls. "Product not [only] of the mind but of societal organization" the elements are isolated from their
picture-perfect context and from the postcard view of Venice that is impressed in our retinas, introducing the
reader--through a combination of collages, drawings, photographs, paintings, film stills and quotes--to a
radically new way of seeing Venice. Like a camera obscura photograph cuts through the often irrelevant
embellishments of architecture to reveal the underlying skeleton of a building (i.e. its elements), this guide
will allow the reader to better understand the fundamental transformations that have shaped Venice during
the past ten centuries. This city, which for many is--architecturally speaking--permanently frozen in time, has
in fact often been at the forefront of challenging the architectural conventions, both during the days of the
Republic (until 1797), in which gothic and renaissance styles were seen as carriers of political and
ideological meanings, and in the past two centuries when, despite the introduction of the dooming motto
"Com'era, dov'era" ("As it was, where it was"), Venice underwent an unprecedented urban transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

This book untitled Elements of Venice to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Alex Jose:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Elements of Venice why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Robin Harvey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Elements of Venice can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Elements of Venice.

Lorna Dews:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Elements of Venice was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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