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Nearly twenty-five hundred years ago the Greek thinker Heraclitus supposedly uttered the cryptic words
"Phusis kruptesthai philei." How the aphorism, usually translated as "Nature loves to hide," has haunted
Western culture ever since is the subject of this engaging study by Pierre Hadot. Taking the allegorical figure
of the veiled goddess Isis as a guide, and drawing on the work of both the ancients and later thinkers such as
Goethe, Rilke, Wittgenstein, and Heidegger, Hadot traces successive interpretations of Heraclitus' words.
Over time, Hadot finds, "Nature loves to hide" has meant that all that lives tends to die; that Nature wraps
herself in myths; and (for Heidegger) that Being unveils as it veils itself. Meanwhile the pronouncement has
been used to explain everything from the opacity of the natural world to our modern angst.

From these kaleidoscopic exegeses and usages emerge two contradictory approaches to nature: the
Promethean, or experimental-questing, approach, which embraces technology as a means of tearing the veil
from Nature and revealing her secrets; and the Orphic, or contemplative-poetic, approach, according to
which such a denuding of Nature is a grave trespass. In place of these two attitudes Hadot proposes one
suggested by the Romantic vision of Rousseau, Goethe, and Schelling, who saw in the veiled Isis an
allegorical expression of the sublime. "Nature is art and art is nature," Hadot writes, inviting us to embrace
Isis and all she represents: art makes us intensely aware of how completely we ourselves are not merely
surrounded by nature but also part of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

The reason? Because this The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of the Idea of Nature is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

George Seal:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be study. The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of the Idea of
Nature can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Holly Hughes:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of
the Idea of Nature is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Martin:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the
History of the Idea of Nature to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of
the Idea of Nature can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of their time.
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