
Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art
from Eakins to Duchamp

Michæl Leja

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0520249968
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0520249968
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0520249968


Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins
to Duchamp

Michæl Leja

Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp Michæl Leja
If seeing ever really was a reason for believing, it surely was not in New York around 1900. The rift between
appearances and truth was widening: deceptive images flourished in advertising and mass media; science
contradicted unaided vision; the spirit world gained credibility; and hucksters, frauds, and hoaxes
proliferated. In Looking Askance, Michael Leja conducts a dazzling tour from fine art to mass culture and
back again to chart the emergence of a new skepticism about seeing and to assess the roles played by the
visual arts, both fine and commercial, in this cultural transformation.

A lively exploration of the relationship between modern art, truth, and deception, Looking Askance offers a
new paradigm for understanding American visual culture, from the art of Thomas Eakins, William Harnett,
and Marcel Duchamp to such fascinating historical episodes as the trial of spirit photographer William
Mumler, scientist Helen Abbott's interpretation of Monet's Impressionism, the myriad illusions featured at
the Buffalo World's Fair of 1901, and William James's analysis of automatic drawing. Leja traces the roots of
skeptical seeing in the culture of modernity and in national values of entrepreneurship, invention,
competition, and unregulated marketing.

This brilliantly pluralistic study will resonate with a broad spectrum of multidisciplinary interests. Tracking
the way questions about the nature of seeing inform self-constructions of the modern subject, Leja moves
flexibly through a wide range of surprisingly diverse materials, linking spirit photography, world fairs,
circuses, automatic drawing, realist painting, and Marcel Duchamp. In true skeptical fashion, Leja trains his
eye on the ambiguities of his materials, refusing to let them settle into either a celebratory or a cynical
narrative. Opposites are revealed as similar (P. T. Barnum’s humbug and George Washington’s truth-telling
both play on the motif of deception), while humbugs manifest difference (a radical fear of dishonesty versus
a source of delight). The final illuminating shift in this complex study is thus from the modern need to
negotiate multiple and layered realities to the manifold optical lenses of Leja’s own kaleidoscopic approach.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

The book Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Looking
Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open and read a e-book Looking Askance: Skepticism and American Art from
Eakins to Duchamp. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dominick Carter:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Looking Askance: Skepticism
and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Victor Brown:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Looking Askance: Skepticism and
American Art from Eakins to Duchamp is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Edward Sullivan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Looking
Askance: Skepticism and American Art from Eakins to Duchamp.
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