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In Taoist Buildings, Qiao Yun traces the origins and development of Taoism, China’s indigenous religion. In
the early stages, ascetics mostly lived in solitude, leading a life of self-discipline in isolated mountain
retreats. By the time of the Tang Dynasty, Taoism had become so popular that it was revered as the national
religion by the imperial court of the Li, and the construction of Taoist temples and monasteries increased
rapidly. Further development during the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties led to Taoist buildings being
erected in famous mountain locations and scenic spots throughout China.

Taoist Buildings chronicles the transformation in Taoist architecture throughout ancient China. The founding
and development of Taoism led to the construction of buildings for offering sacrifices to the deities,
practicing Taoism, and performing ceremonial prayers. Taoism, which had gradually absorbed the theories
and sacrificial rites of Buddhism and Confucianism, reached its zenith in Tang and Song times when it
enjoyed the full support of the royal family. As time went on, Taoist architecture became grander, evolving
into the palatial monastery style.

Taoist Buildings includes 128 color photographs, 18 illustrations and figures, and 2 maps, detailing Taoist
temples, monasteries, and palaces. Early Taoist buildings took the form of crude and simple cave dwellings
or shacks, to which believers withdrew in order to lead a life of rigid self-discipline. As Taoism became
more popular, temples, monasteries, hostels, and other structures were built throughout China. After
exploring the tenets of Taoism and its practices, this volume explores Taoism’s effect on Chinese
architecture, including the layout and construction of the palatial monastery and various other temples and
palaces.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Allen:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Taoist
Buildings: The Architecture of China's Indigenous Religion (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mitchell Smith:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Taoist Buildings: The
Architecture of China's Indigenous Religion (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Taoist Buildings: The Architecture of China's Indigenous Religion (Library of Ancient Chinese
Architecture) become your starter.

Steven Ellison:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Taoist Buildings: The Architecture of China's Indigenous
Religion (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Cynthia Olson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Taoist Buildings: The Architecture of China's Indigenous Religion (Library of Ancient Chinese
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