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Women first appeared on the legitimate stage in England following the Restoration in 1660, heralding a
major change in British theater. The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons explores the vibrant
and sometimes controversial relationship between art, gender, and the English theater in the 18th century.
The richly illustrated book combines both well-known and seldom-seen portraits with fascinating essays that
explore the ways that actresses used portraiture to enhance their reputations, deflect scandal, and increase
their popularity and professional status. 
 
The featured works include paintings by major artists such as Johann Zoffany, Joshua Reynolds, Thomas
Gainsborough, and Thomas Lawrence. 
 
Created to accompany the National Portrait Gallery’s exhibition of the same name, The First Actresses
provides a vivid spectacle of femininity, fashion, and theatricality from Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons, during
a period when portraiture became an important vehicle for the expression of concerns about female sexuality,
social status, decorum, gender, and celebrity. The authors also chart the commercialization of the spectacle
of the actress, as well as the connections between the 18th-century “star system” and modern celebrity
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Little:

This The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. That The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The First Actresses: From Nell
Gwyn to Sarah Siddons can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn
to Sarah Siddons having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The First
Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Betty Brown:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah
Siddons was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The First
Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading which.

Thomas Ellis:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The First Actresses: From Nell Gwyn to Sarah Siddons can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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