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In the years after World War II, Westerners and Japanese alike elevated Zen to the quintessence of
spirituality in Japan. Pursuing the sources of Zen as a Japanese ideal, Shoji Yamada uncovers the surprising
role of two cultural touchstones: Eugen Herrigel’s Zen in the Art of Archery and the Ryoanji dry-landscape
rock garden. Yamada shows how both became facile conduits for exporting and importing Japanese culture.

First published in German in 1948 and translated into Japanese in 1956, Herrigel’s book popularized ideas of
Zen both in the West and in Japan. Yamada traces the prewar history of Japanese archery, reveals how
Herrigel mistakenly came to understand it as a traditional practice, and explains why the Japanese
themselves embraced his interpretation as spiritual discipline. Turning to Ryoanji, Yamada argues that this
epitome of Zen in fact bears little relation to Buddhism and is best understood in relation to Chinese myth.
For much of its modern history, Ryoanji was a weedy, neglected plot; only after its allegorical role in a 1949
Ozu film was it popularly linked to Zen. Westerners have had a part in redefining Ryoanji, but as in the case
of archery, Yamada’s interest is primarily in how the Japanese themselves have invested this cultural site
with new value through a spurious association with Zen.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Raines:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West
(Buddhism and Modernity) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Barbara Lewis:

The experience that you get from Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity)
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West
(Buddhism and Modernity) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that
Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) instantly.

Carol Benally:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity).

Justin Mireles:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West
(Buddhism and Modernity) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also



giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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