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The Long March is Communist China’s founding myth, the heroic tale that every Chinese child learns in
school. Seventy years after the historical march took place, Sun Shuyun set out to retrace the Marchers’ steps
and unexpectedly discovered the true history behind the legend. The Long March is the stunning narrative of
her extraordinary expedition.

The facts are these: in 1934, in the midst of a brutal civil war, the Communist party and its 200,000 soldiers
were forced from their bases by Chiang Kaishek and his Nationalist troops. After that, truth and legend begin
to blur: led by Mao Zedong, the Communists set off on a strategic retreat to the distant barren north of China,
thousands of miles away. Only one in five Marchers reached their destination, where, the legend goes, they
gathered strength and returned to launch the new China in the heat of revolution.

As Sun Shuyun journeys to remote villages along the Marchers’ route, she interviews the aged survivors and
visits little-known local archives. She uncovers shocking stories of starvation, disease, and desertion, of
ruthless purges ordered by party leaders, of the mistreatment of women, and of thousands of futile deaths.
Many who survived the March report that their suffering continued long after the “triumph” of the
revolution, recounting tales of persecution and ostracism that culminated in the horrific years of the Cultural
Revolution.

What emerges from Sun’s research, her interviews, and her own memories of growing up in China is a
moving portrait of China past and present. Sun finds that the forces at work during the days of the
revolution—the barren, unforgiving landscape; the unifying power of outside threats from foreign countries;
Mao’s brilliant political instincts and his use of terror, propaganda, and ruthless purges to consolidate power
and control the population—are the very forces that made China what it is today.

The Long March is a gripping retelling of an amazing historical adventure, an eye-opening account of how
Mao manipulated the event for his own purposes, and a beautiful document of a country balanced between
legend and the truth.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Pritchard:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Long March: The True History of Communist China's
Founding Myth. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book The Long March: The True History of Communist China's Founding Myth. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

Kenneth Hoy:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Long March: The True History of
Communist China's Founding Myth book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Lorenzo Lowe:

This The Long March: The True History of Communist China's Founding Myth are generally reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Long March: The True
History of Communist China's Founding Myth can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Long March: The True History of Communist
China's Founding Myth giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Stevens:

The Long March: The True History of Communist China's Founding Myth can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Long March: The True History of Communist China's Founding Myth although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.



This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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