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The Symptom and the Subject takes an in-depth look at how the physical body first emerged in the West as
both an object of knowledge and a mysterious part of the self. Beginning with Homer, moving through
classical-era medical treatises, and closing with studies of early ethical philosophy and Euripidean tragedy,
this book rewrites the traditional story of the rise of body-soul dualism in ancient Greece. Brooke Holmes
demonstrates that as the body (sôma) became a subject of physical inquiry, it decisively changed ancient
Greek ideas about the meaning of suffering, the soul, and human nature.

By undertaking a new examination of biological and medical evidence from the sixth through fourth
centuries BCE, Holmes argues that it was in large part through changing interpretations of symptoms that
people began to perceive the physical body with the senses and the mind. Once attributed primarily to social
agents like gods and daemons, symptoms began to be explained by physicians in terms of the physical
substances hidden inside the person. Imagining a daemonic space inside the person but largely below the
threshold of feeling, these physicians helped to radically transform what it meant for human beings to be
vulnerable, and ushered in a new ethics centered on the responsibility of taking care of the self.

The Symptom and the Subject highlights with fresh importance how classical Greek discoveries made
possible new and deeply influential ways of thinking about the human subject.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

The book The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make examining a book The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in
Ancient Greece to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a reserve The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient
Greece. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Charles Thomas:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Symptom and the Subject: The
Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Wayne Gaddis:

This The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical
Body in Ancient Greece in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Dennis Carson:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book
The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece we can have more



advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The
Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece. You can more appealing
than now.
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