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On the night of 16 October 1892, a double homicide occurred on Otay Mesa in San Diego County near the
Mexican border. The two victims were an elderly couple, John and Wilhelmina Geyser, who lived on a farm
on the edge of the mesa. Within minutes of discovering the crime, neighbors subdued and tied up the alleged
killer, José Gabriel, a sixty-year-old itinerant Native American handyman from El Rosario, California, who
worked for the couple. Since Gabriel was apprehended at the scene, most presumed his guilt. The local press,
prosecutors, witnesses, and jurors called him by the epithet “Indian Joe.”
 
The sensational murder trial of Gabriel highlights the legal injustices committed against Native Americans in
the nineteenth century. During this time, California Native Americans could not vote or serve on juries, so
from the outset Gabriel was unlikely to receive a fair trial. No motive for murder was established, and the
evidence against Gabriel was inconclusive. Nonetheless, the case went forward. Drawing on court testimony
and newspaper accounts, Clare V. McKanna Jr. traces the murder trial: the handling of the case by the
prosecution, the defense, the jury, and the judge; an examination of the crime scene; and the imaging of
“Indian Joe.” Through his considerable research, McKanna sheds light on a dark time in the American legal
system.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century
West (Law in the American West) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the
Nineteenth-Century West (Law in the American West) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century West (Law in
the American West) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lenora Hungate:

This book untitled The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century West (Law in the
American West) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide
from your list.

Martin Williams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and
Justice in the Nineteenth-Century West (Law in the American West) reserve written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century
West (Law in the American West) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Della Francis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference
book, book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time



to open your book? Or just in search of the The Trial of "Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-
Century West (Law in the American West) when you desired it?
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