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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Augsburg, course: Literature and the Holocaust, 12 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: The problem of finding appropriate ways to represent the Holocaust has been haunting
Holocaust literature ever since Theodor Adorno's famous dictum that there cannot be any poetry after
Auschwitz. In fact, the uniqueness of the Holocaust raises serious ethical questions whether there can be any
appropriate representation of these atrocious events at all. As the horror of Auschwitz goes beyond human
imagination, the problem boils down to the one question: How can you imagine the unimaginable? Martin
Amis's novel Time's Arrow or the Nature of the Offence (1991) has a rather bold answer to this question: by
narrating it backwards. In the novel, the story of the Nazi doctor Odilo Unverdorben is narrated vice versa,
following his life from end to start through the eyes of a ghostlike narrator who emerges at the point of his
death. As the technique of backward narration distinguishes Time's Arrow from almost any other Holocaust
fiction, in the following my focus will be on the novel's use of narrative reversal to represent the Holocaust. I
will argue that the technique of backward narration offers a way to make sense of the Holocaust and Nazism
in general, thereby showing that the novel's form and content are inseparably linked. In order to do this, I
will first go over some of the negative criticism that Time's Arrow was exposed to, focusing on the problem
of form and content. I will then show how backward narration offers a solution to specific problems in
Holocaust literature and how it helps to avoid the danger of aestheticising Auschwitz. After that, I will point
out that backward narration can help to understand the Holocaust, exploring the connections between Nazism
and the temporal and moral reversal effected by narrative re
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Mentzer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Making Sense of the Holocaust by Means of Backward Narration.

Ellen Scherer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Making Sense of the
Holocaust by Means of Backward Narration, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Alice Olivares:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Making Sense of the Holocaust by Means of
Backward Narration can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Jason Nimmons:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Making Sense of the Holocaust by Means of Backward
Narration can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Making Sense of the
Holocaust by Means of Backward Narration.
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