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Money greases the wheels of American politics from the local level to the White House. In the 2004
presidential campaign, President George W. Bush alone raised nearly $400 million in private and public
funds—nearly twenty times the combined total raised by John Kennedy and Richard Nixon in 1960—to
defeat challenger John F. Kerry, further fueling anxiety over the power of money to dictate political results.

Melvin Urofsky, one of our nation's most respected legal historians, takes a fresh look at efforts to rein in
campaign spending and counter efforts in the courts to preserve the status quo. He offers a thoughtful and
balanced overview of campaign finance reform and the legal responses to it, from the Progressive era
through the Supreme Court's landmark ruling in McConnell v. FEC (2003) and its impact on the 2004
election.

Urofsky focuses especially on the 1971 Federal Election Campaign Act and 2002 McCain-Feingold or
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA), and on challenges to both in the Supreme Court. In Buckley v.
Valeo (1976), the Court upheld contribution limits but struck down expenditure caps on First Amendment
grounds. In McConnell it upheld the key provisions of McCain-Feingold. In both cases, however, opponents
argued that congressional control of campaign financing was an unconstitutional infringement of the free
speech rights of campaign contributors. Urofsky deftly steers the reader through this contentious and
complex history, revealing how both Congress and the courts have navigated uneasily between the Scylla of
potential corruption and the Charybdis of suppressing political speech.

Ironically, despite the Court's decision upholding McCain-Feingold, the 2004 presidential election was the
most expensive in history—because, as Urofsky notes, money is the mother's milk of politics and both
candidates and donors will always find ways to keep it flowing. His book provides an excellent and succinct
guide to the controversies and historical debates emerging from that fact.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Money and Free Speech:
Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Daniel Slater:

This book untitled Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your
list.

Jacob Hill:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Claudette Everett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Money and Free Speech:
Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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