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Using the lives of the three outstanding French intellectuals of the twentieth century, renowned historian
Tony Judt offers a unique look at how intellectuals can ignore political pressures and demonstrate a heroic
commitment to personal integrity and moral responsibility unfettered by the difficult political exigencies of
their time.

Through the prism of the lives of Leon Blum, Albert Camus, and Raymond Aron, Judt examines pivotal
issues in the history of contemporary French society—antisemitism and the dilemma of Jewish identity,
political and moral idealism in public life, the Marxist moment in French thought, the traumas of
decolonization, the disaffection of the intelligentsia, and the insidious quarrels rending Right and Left. Judt
focuses particularly on Blum's leadership of the Popular Front and his stern defiance of the Vichy
governments, on Camus's part in the Resistance and Algerian War, and on Aron's cultural commentary and
opposition to the facile acceptance by many French intellectuals of communism's utopian promise. Severely
maligned by powerful critics and rivals, each of these exemplary figures stood fast in their principles and
eventually won some measure of personal and public redemption.

Judt constructs a compelling portrait of modern French intellectual life and politics. He challenges the
conventional account of the role of intellectuals precisely because they mattered in France, because they
could shape public opinion and influence policy. In Blum, Camus, and Aron, Judt finds three very different
men who did not simply play the role, but evinced a courage and a responsibility in public life that far
outshone their contemporaries.

"An eloquent and instructive study of intellectual courage in the face of what the author persuasively
describes as intellectual irresponsibility."—Richard Bernstein, New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a
book called The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century? Maybe
it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Maria Antoine:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Burden of
Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century. All type of book would you see on
many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Cynthia Campbell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron,
and the French Twentieth Century book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Karen Bright:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Burden of Responsibility: Blum,
Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century.
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