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"He comes as yet unknown into a hamlet of Lower Galilee. He is watched by the cold, hard eyes of peasants
living long enough at a subsistence level to know exactly where the line is drawn between poverty and
destitution. He looks like a beggar yet his eyes lack the proper cringe, his voice the proper whine, his walk
the proper shuffle. He speaks about the rule of God and they listen as much from curiosity as anything else.
They know all about rule and power, about kingdom and empire, but they know it in terms of tax and debt,
malnutrition and sickness, agrarian oppression and demonic possession. What, they really want to know, can
this kingdom of God do for a lame child, a blind parent, a demented soul screaming its tortured isolation
among the graves that mark the edges of the village?"

–– from "The Gospel of Jesus," overture to The Historical Jesus

The Historical Jesus reveals the true Jesus––who he was, what he did, what he said. It opens with "The
Gospel of Jesus," Crossan's studied determination of Jesus' actual words and actions stripped of any
subsequent additions and placed in a capsule account of his life story. The Jesus who emerges is a savvy and
courageous Jewish Mediterranean peasant, a radical social revolutionary, with a rhapsodic vision of
economic, political, and religious egalitarianism and a social program for creating it.

The conventional wisdom of critical historical scholarship has long held that too little is known about the
historical Jesus to say definitively much more than that he lived and had a tremendous impact on his
followers. "There were always historians who said it could not be done because of historical problems,"
writes Crossan. "There were always theologians who said it should not be done because of theological
objections. And there were always scholars who said the former when they meant the latter.'

With this ground–breaking work, John Dominic Crossan emphatically sweeps these notions aside. He
demonstrates that Jesus is actually one of the best documented figures in ancient history; the challenge is the
complexity of the sources. The vivid portrayal of Jesus that emerges from Crossan's unique methodology
combines the complementary disciplines of social anthropology, Greco–Roman history, and the literary
analysis of specific pronouncements, anecdotes, confessions and interpretations involving Jesus. All three
levels cooperate equally and fully in an effective synthesis that provides the most definitive presentation of
the historical Jesus yet attained.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish
Peasant. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Danny Johnson:

The experience that you get from The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant will be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Historical Jesus: The Life of a
Mediterranean Jewish Peasant giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant instantly.

Luis Gonzalez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
e-book. The book The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Beside this specific The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable



agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this?
Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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