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In 1824 a young Norwegian named Niels Henrik Abel proved conclusively that algebraic equations of the
fifth order are not solvable in radicals. In this book Peter Pesic shows what an important event this was in the
history of thought. He also presents it as a remarkable human story. Abel was twenty-one when he self-
published his proof, and he died five years later, poor and depressed, just before the proof started to receive
wide acclaim. Abel's attempts to reach out to the mathematical elite of the day had been spurned, and he was
unable to find a position that would allow him to work in peace and marry his fiancée

But Pesic's story begins long before Abel and continues to the present day, for Abel's proof changed how we
think about mathematics and its relation to the "real" world. Starting with the Greeks, who invented the idea
of mathematical proof, Pesic shows how mathematics found its sources in the real world (the shapes of
things, the accounting needs of merchants) and then reached beyond those sources toward something more
universal. The Pythagoreans' attempts to deal with irrational numbers foreshadowed the slow emergence of
abstract mathematics. Pesic focuses on the contested development of algebra—which even Newton
resisted—and the gradual acceptance of the usefulness and perhaps even beauty of abstractions that seem to
invoke realities with dimensions outside human experience. Pesic tells this story as a history of ideas, with
mathematical details incorporated in boxes. The book also includes a new annotated translation of Abel's
original proof.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Abel's Proof: An Essay on the
Sources and Meaning of Mathematical Unsolvability. All type of book would you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Paul Moore:

The e-book untitled Abel's Proof: An Essay on the Sources and Meaning of Mathematical Unsolvability is
the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Abel's Proof: An Essay on the Sources and Meaning of
Mathematical Unsolvability from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jared Carter:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Abel's Proof: An Essay on the Sources and Meaning of Mathematical Unsolvability provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.

Dawn Brown:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Abel's Proof: An Essay on the Sources and
Meaning of Mathematical Unsolvability was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Abel's Proof: An Essay on the Sources and Meaning of Mathematical Unsolvability has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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