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Pure Land Buddhism as a whole has received comparatively little attention in Western studies on Buddhism
despite the importance of "buddha-fields" (pure lands) for the growth and expression of Mahyna Buddhism.
In this first religious history of Tibetan Pure Land literature, Georgios Halkias delves into a rich collection of
literary, historical, and archaeological sources to highlight important aspects of this neglected pan-Asian
Buddhist tradition. He clarifies many of the misconceptions concerning the interpretation of "other-world"
soteriology in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism and provides translations of original Tibetan sources from the ninth
century to the present that represent exoteric and esoteric doctrines that continue to be cherished by Tibetan
Buddhists for their joyful descriptions of the Buddhist path. The book is informed by interviews with Tibetan
scholars and Buddhist practitioners and by Halkias' own participant-observation in Tibetan Pure Land rituals
and teachings conducted in Europe and the Indian subcontinent. Divided into three sections, Luminous Bliss
shows that Tibetan Pure Land literature exemplifies a synthesis of Mahyna sutra-based conceptions with a
Vajrayana world-view that fits progressive and sudden approaches to the realisation of Pure Land teachings.
Part I covers the origins and development of Pure Land in India and the historical circumstances of its
adaptation in Tibet and Central Asia. Part II offers an English translation of the short Sukhvatvyha-stra
(imported from India during the Tibetan Empire) and contains a survey of original Tibetan Pure Land
scriptures and meditative techniques from the dGe-lugs-pa, bKa'-brgyud, rNying-ma, and Sa-skya schools of
Tibetan Buddhism. Part III introduces some of the most innovative and popular mortuary cycles and
practices related to the Tantric cult of Buddha Amitbha and his Pure Land from the Treasure traditions in the
bKa'-brgyud and rNying-ma schools. Luminous Bliss locates Pure Land Buddhism at the core of Tibet's
religious heritage and demonstrates how this tradition constitutes an integral part of both Tibetan and East
Asian Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Barker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet
(Pure Land Buddhist Studies). Try to the actual book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land
Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Maria Mariani:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet
(Pure Land Buddhist Studies) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Richard Starkes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Luminous Bliss: A Religious
History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sean Ward:

The book untitled Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land
Buddhist Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice study.
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