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Pursuing special experiences that take them to the brink of permanent madness or death, men and women in
every age have "returned" to heal and comfort their fellow human beings--and these shamans have fascinated
students of society from Herodotus to Mircea Eliade. Gloria Flaherty's book is about the first Western
encounters with shamanic peoples and practices. Flaherty makes us see the eighteenth century as an age in
which explorers were fascinating all Europe with tales of shamans who accomplished a "self-induced cure
for a self-induced fit." Reports from what must have seemed a forbidden world of strange rites and moral
licentiousness came from botanists, geographers, missionaries, and other travelers of the period, and these
accounts created such a stir that they permeated caf talk, journal articles, and learned debates, giving rise to
plays, encyclopedia articles, art, and operas about shamanism. The first part of the book describes in rich
detail how information about shamanism entered the intellectual mainstream of the eighteenth century. In the
second part Flaherty analyzes the artistic and critical implications of that process. In so doing, she offers
remarkable chapters on Diderot, Herder, Goethe, and the cult of the genius of Mozart, as well as a chapter
devoted to a new reading of Goethe's Faust that views Faust as the modern shaman.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time
to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) to read.

Amy Arwood:

Often the book Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Jeannine Lawson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library).

Dona Henry:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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