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Since the original edition of Dynamics of the Party System was published in 1973, American politics have
continued on a tumultuous course. In the vacuum left by the decline of the Democratic and Republican
parties, single-interest groups have risen and flourished. Protest movements on the left and the New Right at
the opposite pole have challenged and divided the major parties, and the Reagan Revolution--in reversing a
fifty-year trend toward governmental expansion--may turn out to have revolutionized the party system too.

In this edition, as in the first, current political trends and events are placed in a historical and theoretical
context. Focusing upon three major realignments of the past--those of the 1850s, the 1890s, and the 1930s--
Sundquist traces the processes by which basic transformations of the country's two-party system occur. From
the historical case studies, he fashions a theory as to the why and how of party realignment, then applies it to
current and recent developments, through the first two years of the Reagan presidency and the midterm
election of 1982.

The theoretical sections of the first edition are refined in this one, the historical sections are revised to take
account of recent scholarship, and the chapters dealing with the postwar period are almost wholly rewritten.
The conclusion of the original work is, in general, confirmed: the existing party system is likely to be
strengthened as public attention is again riveted on domestic economic issues, and the headlong trend of
recent decades toward political independence and party disintegration reversed, at least for a time.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment
of Political Parties in the United States as your daily resource information.

Keven Peterson:

Why? Because this Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the
United States is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Judy Newberry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dynamics of the Party System:
Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still uncertainty Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political
Parties in the United States as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Lois Schooley:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Dynamics of the Party System:
Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying



especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve
Dynamics of the Party System: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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