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Literature is a complex and multifaceted expression of our humanity of a kind that is instructively resistant to
simplification; reduction to a single element that would constitute literature's defining essence would be no
more possible than it could be genuinely illuminating. Yet one dimension of literature that seems to
interweave itself throughout its diverse manifestations is still today, as it has been throughout literary history,
ethical content. This striking collection of new essays, written by an international team of philosophers and
literary scholars, pursues a fuller and richer understanding of five of the central aspects of this ethical
content.
After a first section setting out and precisely articulating some particularly helpful ways of reading for
ethical content, these five aspects include: (1) the question of character, its formation, and its role in moral
discernment; (2) the power, importance, and inculcation of what we might call poetic vision in the context of
ethical understanding and that special kind of vision's importance in human life; (3) literature's distinctive
role in self-identity and self-understanding; (4) an investigation into some patterns of moral growth and
change that can emerge from the philosophical reading of literature; and (5) a consideration of the historical
sources and genealogies of some of our most central contemporary conceptions of the ethical dimension of
literature.
In addition to Jane Austen, whose work we encounter frequently and from multiple points of view in this
engaging collection, we see Greek tragedy, Homer, Shakespeare, Charlotte Bronte, E. M. Forster, Andre
Breton, Kingsley Amis, Joyce Carol Oates, William Styron, J. M. Coetzee, and David Foster Wallace,
among others. And the philosophers in this five-strand interweave include Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Locke,
Shaftesbury, Kant, Hegel, Freud, Heidegger, Wittgenstein, Gadamer, Levinas, and a number of recent figures
from both Anglophone and continental contexts. All in all, this rich collection presents some of the best new
thinking about the ethical content that lies within literature, and it shows why our reflective absorption in
literature is the humane--and humanizing--experience many of us have long taken it to be.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Roth:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this particular Fictional Characters, Real Problems: The Search for
Ethical Content in Literature to read.

Rosemary Till:

This Fictional Characters, Real Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Fictional Characters, Real
Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature can be one of several great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Fictional Characters,
Real Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Matthew Gregg:

The book untitled Fictional Characters, Real Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
read.

Delaine Valencia:

This Fictional Characters, Real Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
little digest in reading this Fictional Characters, Real Problems: The Search for Ethical Content in Literature
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the



e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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