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Paul Lerner traces the intertwined histories of trauma and male hysteria in German society and psychiatry
and shows how these concepts were swept up into debates about Germany's national health, economic
productivity, and military strength in the years surrounding World War I. From a growing concern with
industrial accidents in the 1880s through the shell shock "epidemic" of the war, male hysteria seemed to
bespeak the failings of German masculinity. In response, psychiatrists struggled to turn male-hysterical
bodies into fit workers and loyal political subjects.

Medical approaches to trauma valorized work and productivity as standards of male health, and psychiatric
treatment?whether through hypnosis, electric current, or suggestion?concentrated on turning debilitated
soldiers into symptom-free workers. These concerns endured through the Weimar period, as "nervous
veterans" competed for disability compensation amid the republic's political crises and economic upheavals.

Hysterical Men shows how wartime psychiatry furthered the process of medical rationalization. Lerner views
this not as a precursor to the brutalities of Nazi-era psychiatry, but rather as characteristic of a more general
medicalized modernity. The author asserts, however, that psychiatry's continual skepticism toward trauma
resonated powerfully with the radical right's celebration of war and violence and its supposedly salutary
effects on men and nations.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Zapata:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and
the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) book as this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Medellin:

The event that you get from Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-
1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) is a more deep you searching the information that hide
into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the
History of Psychiatry) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular
Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the
History of Psychiatry) instantly.

Alexandria Sharp:

Often the book Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930
(Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany,
1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jennifer Gallant:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies
in the History of Psychiatry) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.



This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's
why this book ideal all of you.
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