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What is the politics of civil society? Focusing on the Philippines - home to the mother of all election-watch
movements, the original People Power revolt, and one of the largest and most diverse NGO populations in
the world - Eva-Lotta Hedman offers a critique that goes against the grain of much other current scholarship.
Her highly original work challenges celebratory and universalist accounts that tend to reify "civil society" as
a unified and coherent entity, and to ascribe a single meaning and automatic trajectory to its role in
democratization. She shows how mobilization in the name of civil society is contingent on the intercession of
citizens and performative displays of citizenship - as opposed to other appeals and articulations of identity,
such as class. In short, Hedman argues, the very definitions of "civil" and "society" are at stake. Based on
extensive research spanning the course of a decade (1991-2001), this study offers a powerful analysis of
Philippine politics and society inspired by the writings of Antonio Gramsci. It draws on a rich collection of
sources from archives, interviews, newspapers, and participant-observation. It identifies a cycle of recurring
"crises of authority," involving mounting threats - from above and below - to oligarchical democracy in the
Philippines. Tracing the trajectory of a Gramscian "dominant bloc" of social forces, Hedman shows how
each such crisis in the Philippines promotes a countermobilization by the "intellectuals" of the dominant
bloc: the capitalist class, the Catholic Church, and the U.S. government. In documenting the capacity of so-
called "secondary associations" (business, lay, professional) to project moral and intellectual leadership in
each of these crises, this study sheds new light on the forces and dynamics of change and continuity in
Philippine politics and society.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific In the Name of Civil Society: From Free Election
Movements to People Power in the Philippines (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to read.

Larry Hunter:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this In the
Name of Civil Society: From Free Election Movements to People Power in the Philippines (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory).

Lula Estes:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This In the Name of Civil Society: From Free Election
Movements to People Power in the Philippines (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Warner Gomez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra In the
Name of Civil Society: From Free Election Movements to People Power in the Philippines (Southeast Asia:



Politics, Meaning, and Memory).
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