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Most studies about the politics of economic reform focus on the struggles between the state and interest
groups or opposition political parties. In this book Javier Corrales argues instead that the key struggle is
between the executive and the ruling party. Deep economic transformations require cooperation from the
ruling party. This support allows the state to sustain societal support and simultaneously ward off the
potentially paralyzing influence of interest groups. Without such cooperation, the executive loses credibility
and the political fortitude necessary to neutralize the opposition from skeptical as well as cost-bearing sectors
of society. Presidents Without Parties puts this argument to the test by examining closely what happened in
Argentina and Venezuela during the 1990s.

Similarly situated when they embarked on economic reform in 1989, Argentina experienced success, with
the reformers reelected in 1995, whereas Venezuela saw its reformers’ efforts fail, leading to a prolonged
crisis. Corrales shows precisely how the executive’s relationship with the ruling party shaped the different
outcomes in the two countries. He then applies this argument to eight other cases of market reform in Latin
American countries in the 1990s.

This book resuscitates and refines the ancient but often forgotten argument that political parties are
indispensable for governability. In an era in which it is trendy to discount the usefulness of parties and to
celebrate extrapartisan institutions, Corrales offers a reconsideration of the costs of trying to govern in the
absence of competitive parties.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of
Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s giving you a different experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Henry Barba:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform
in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Charles Beaudoin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela
in the 1990s will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Jeffrey Garner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Presidents Without Parties: The
Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to



include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Presidents Without Parties:
The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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