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In this theoretically innovative, richly detailed study, the author presents a new view of socialist realism,
situating its literature in the Russian cultural tradition, in the Soviet social environment, and in the context of
contemporary literary and cultural theory. The author begins by plunging the reader into the cacophony and
confusion of the First Soviet Writer's Congress of 1934, which made socialist realism an official doctrine.
She analyzes the oppositions and concepts that fueled the debates: oppositions such as form versus content,
pure art versus social function, idea versus artistic image; concepts such as the new hero, naturalism,
modernism, and, most important, realism in all its formulations. In order to understand this obsession with
realism, the author insists that one must grapple with nineteenth-century Russian literature and literary
theory, particularly in the concepts of the 'useless man' and the 'positive hero'. Employing the terms and
procedures of discourse analysis, she offers a reading of classical Russian literature that privileges the debate
about realism. The remainder of the book focuses on the literature of the Stalin era, especially the officially
sanctioned novels - their themes, techniques, and special qualities. The author traces the literary history of
socialist realism, arguing that as it was formulated in the early 1930's, it diverged from naturalism and 'the
old realism' because it required the judging of reality, rather than its faithful representation. She identifies a
sharp turn away from realism toward idealism in 1936-37. Despite a brief renewal and fresh content during
World War II, Soviet literature remained compressed in a rigid mold until the end of the Stalin cult under
Khruschev, when socialist realism finally disappeared. The author concludes that socialist realism was 'an
impossible aesthetic': the goal of creating a literature open only to one interpretation could never be realized
because language itself is always open to multiple interpretations.<
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

The book Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Socialist
Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like wide open and read a reserve Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Daniel Reynolds:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Socialist
Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Brandon Jenkins:

The feeling that you get from Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic is a more deep you digging the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic instantly.

Karen Delamora:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
prior to. The Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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