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A pioneering local-color writer about Creole New Orleans and a public advocate for black equality in his
native South during and after Reconstruction, George Washington Cable (1844--1925) depicted in his
writing the clash between American newcomers and a quaint but proud French-speaking population in post--
Louisiana Purchase New Orleans. His work, including the short-story collection Old Creole Days (1879) and
his most famous novel, The Grandissimes (1880), received widespread critical acclaim and was serialized in
the country's best highbrow magazines. In 1880, Cable was commissioned to write a "historical sketch" of
pre--Civil War New Orleans for a special section of the Tenth U. S. Census. Although subsequently revised
and published as Creoles of Louisiana, Cable's original piece never appeared in print again except as a
facsimile reprint. With The New Orleans of George Washington Cable, Lawrence N. Powell presents this
rare text in its entirety for the first time, including Cable's copious footnotes and other material deleted from
the original census publication by its editors.

Likened by northern critics to Nathaniel Hawthorne and Bret Harte, Cable was already a literary sensation by
the time he undertook the census project. He approached writing history as seriously as he did writing
fiction, and he attacked his new challenge with vigor. Instead of the "sketch" he was asked to provide, Cable
turned in 313 pages of meticulously documented history -- complete with 647 footnotes -- on everything
from the origins of the city and its role in the Indian wars to the effect of West Indian immigration, the War
of 1812, and commercial expansion through the mid-nineteenth century. He used sources in English, French,
and Spanish, drawing on published histories, early maps, official surveys, travel accounts, medical journals,
sanitation reports, city ordinances, American State Papers, city directories, and the New Orleans--based
DeBow's Review -- a treasure trove of history, journalism, and useful statistics -- for his lively account of the
Crescent City.

In an invaluable introduction to Cable's text, Powell illuminates the circumstances surrounding Cable's turn
to historical writing and sheds new light on his controversial relations with white Creoles. Cable's forays into
Creole culture aroused considerable hostility, as Powell ably demonstrates in his analysis of Cable's rivalry
with Creole historian Charles Gayarré. Although Cable's vocal support for full civil rights for African
Americans eventually forced him to leave New Orleans for Massachusetts, he continued to write novels,
stories, and nonfiction about the Crescent City and the South. As Powell shows in his introduction, Cable's
vast historical research fundamentally influenced both his development as a writer and his evolution as a
political reformer.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

This The New Orleans of George Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That The New Orleans of George Washington Cable: The 1887
Census Office Report without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry The New Orleans of George Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office
Report can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The New Orleans of George Washington
Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Henry Jensen:

This The New Orleans of George Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The New Orleans of George
Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report can be one of several great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The New Orleans of George
Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Janice Nolan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you examining a
book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The New Orleans of George
Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

The book The New Orleans of George Washington Cable: The 1887 Census Office Report has a lot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very



famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.
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