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With four elegant and beautifully crafted novels Julien Gracq has established himself as one of France's
premier postwar novelists. A mysterious and retiring figure, Gracq characteristically refused the Goncourt,
France's most distinguished literary prize, when it was awarded to him in 1951 for this book. As the latest
work in the Twentieth-Century Continental Fiction Series, Gracq'a masterpiece is now available for the first
time in English. Set in a fictitious Mediterranean port city, The Opposing Shore is the first-person account of
a young aristocrat sent to observe the activities of a naval base. The fort lies at the country's border; at its feet
is the bay of Syrtes. Across the bay is territory of the enemy who has, for three hundred years, been at war
with the narrator's countrymen; the battle has become a complex, tacit game in which no actions are taken
and no peace declared. As the narrator comes to understand, everything depends upon a boundary, unseen
but certain, separating the two sides. Besides the narrator there are two other main characters, the dark and
laconic captain of the base and a woman whose compex relations to both sides of the war brings the narator
deeper into the story's web. For many French readers The Opposing Shore (published as Le rivage des Syrtes
), with its theme of transgressions and boundaries, spoke to the issue of defeat and the desire to fail: a
paticularly sensitive motif in postwar French literature. But there is nothing about the novel tying it either to
France or to the 1950s; in fact, Gracq's novel, with its elaborate, richly detailed prose, will be of greater
interest now than at any point in the last twenty years.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

The book The Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental fiction) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental fiction) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a guide The Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental
fiction). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Brown:

This book untitled The Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental fiction) to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Kelly Edge:

The e-book with title The Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental fiction) has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Irma Lovern:

You will get this The Opposing Shore (Twentieth-century Continental fiction) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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