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Clayton Wheat Williams—West Texas oilman, rancher, civic leader, veteran of the Great War, and
avocational historian—was a risk taker, who both reflected and molded the history of his region. His life
spanned a dynamic period in Texas history when automobiles replaced horse-drawn wagons, electricity
replaced steam power in the oilfields, and barren and virtually worthless ranch land became valuable for the
oil and gas under its surface.

The setting for Williams’s story, like that of his father before him, is Fort Stockton in the rugged Trans-
Pecos region of Texas. As a youngster accompanying his father on surveying trips through the land, and
subsequently as a cadet at Texas A&M, he developed a toughness that served him well in France and
Flanders. His letters home provide an unusually nuanced picture of what life was like for an American
officer in Europe during the Great War.

After the war, he returned home, where he taught himself petroleum geology—so effectively that he picked
the site of what would become in 1928 the deepest producing oil well in the world. With his brother, he
mapped the structure of what later became the Fort Stockton oil and gas field, and he went on to hammer out
a successful career in the boom and bust cycles of the West Texas oil industry.

On the civic front, Williams served for fourteen years as a Pecos County commissioner, and he held offices
in a number of social and civic organizations. Imbued with a deep love for the history of his region, he wrote
(with the editorial help of historian Ernest Wallace at Texas Tech University) Texas’ Last Frontier: Fort
Stockton and the Trans-Pecos, 1861–1895, published by Texas A&M University Press in 1982. Nonetheless,
by some of his neighbors he may be best remembered for his role in drying up the town’s famous Comanche
Springs by pumping water feeding the spring’s aquifer to irrigate his and others’ farms west of town.

Williams left behind a treasure trove of letters, personal papers and writings, and interviews with his family,
helping document in rich detail the history of an unforgiving land as well as what life was like during a
pivotal period of American history. These materials, which form the core of the present manuscript, reveal a
life that made a difference in the economy and history of the region and the nation at large.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled Harsh Country,
Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams
Texas Life Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Lynnette Cash:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams
and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) to read.

Linda Guyette:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton
Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series),
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Cathryn Walker:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat
Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) can give
you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different



make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat
Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series).
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