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Charles Birkeland Living coral is a thin veneer, measured in millimeters. Yet this thin film of living tissue
has shaped the face of the Earth by creating limestone structures sometimes over 1,300 m thick from the
surface down to its base on volcanic rock (Enewetak Atoll), or over 2,000 km long (Great Barrier Reef).
About half the world's coastlines are in the tropics and about a third of the tropical coastlines are made of
coral reef. Archipelagoes of hundreds of atolls such as the Marshalls, the Maldives, the Tuamotus, and most
of the Carolines and Kiribati have been fonned by coral. In addition to enlarging high islands (such as the
entire northern end of Guam) and extending and protecting coastlines, ancient biogenic reefs have fonned
even larger areas on the present continents. Shallow living coral 2 reefs are estimated to presently cover over
600,000 km (Smith, 1978). Coral reefs are dynamic systems, producing limestone at the rate of 400-2,000
tons per hectare per year (Chave et aI. , 1972). The Great Barrier Reef dominates 2 230,000 km and has
grown to this size in a geologically brief period of a few million years. Coral reefs influence the chemical
balance of the world's oceans. Roughly half the calcium that enters the sea each year around the world, from
the north to south poles, is taken up and temporarily bound into coral reefs (Smith, 1978).
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From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Life and Death of Coral Reefs can be good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Jill Spann:

The reason? Because this Life and Death of Coral Reefs is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Denise Kerrigan:

Life and Death of Coral Reefs can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Life and Death of Coral Reefs yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Andre Barrett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Life and Death of Coral Reefs why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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