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The first theatrical performance in Australia, the 1788 performance of George Farquhar's play, "The
Recruiting Officer", by the convicts at Sydney Cove on the birthday of King George III was the subject of
Thomas Kenneally's novel, "The Playmaker", and Timber Wertenbaker's inspirational play, "Our Country's
Good," but the first 40 years of European theatre in Australia have never until now been the subject of
intensive inquiry. Robert Jordan brings to life the shadowy figures that created the colony's first
entertainment. These theatres were not, as had been thought, the initiative of soldiers and settlers nostalgic
for home but of hard-living convicts serving time at the end of the world. Here is a society creating its own
rules, its own class system based on enterprise and exploitation. The book analyses the impact on the theatres
of the convicts' tastes and origins, the temperaments of powerful individuals and the shifting views of penal
servitude. As the centres of power changed, the theatres quickly became fields in which battles for
supremacy were fought: between convicts and authority and between friends and enemies of the participants.
A substantial appendix provides biographies of the 42 convicts and soldiers known to have been active in the
theatres before 1800.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Peters:

The book The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The
Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 has simple shape however you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Mark Johnson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Convict
Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ernest Poole:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Convict Theatres of Early Australia,
1788-1840.

Shelia Sepulveda:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Convict Theatres of Early Australia,
1788-1840 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that.
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