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This pathbreaking synthesis of history, anthropology, and linguistics gives an unprecedented view of the first
two hundred years of the Spanish colonization of the Yucatec Maya. Drawing on an extraordinary range and
depth of sources, William F. Hanks documents for the first time the crucial role played by language in
cultural conquest: how colonial Mayan emerged in the age of the cross, how it was taken up by native writers
to become the language of indigenous literature, and how it ultimately became the language of rebellion
against the system that produced it. Converting Words includes original analyses of the linguistic practices of
both missionaries and Mayas-as found in bilingual dictionaries, grammars, catechisms, land documents,
native chronicles, petitions, and the forbidden Maya Books of Chilam Balam. Lucidly written and vividly
detailed, this important work presents a new approach to the study of religious and cultural conversion that
will illuminate the history of Latin America and beyond, and will be essential reading across disciplinary
boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

The feeling that you get from Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Converting Words: Maya in
the Age of the Cross instantly.

Mattie Regan:

Often the book Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Margaret Garcia:

You can find this Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Mary Patterson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross to
make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
e-book Converting Words: Maya in the Age of the Cross can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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