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Examines the image of Israel in American culture before 1960.

Eye on Israel shows how the seeds of contemporary U.S.-Israeli relations were sown in the cultural
narratives of the late 1940s and 1950s, long before American policymakers formed a close political and
strategic relationship with Israel. Michelle Mart brings together diverse areas of history and examines the
cultural antecedents of this much-heralded relationship. She also tackles the difficult question of the
relationship between American Jews and U.S. policy toward the Jewish state. Finally, Mart demonstrates that
American images of Israel and Jews were shaped by specific cold war concerns—visible in movies, novels,
magazines, and newspapers—and reflect American identity and political mythology in the midst of the
struggle against communism. The result is a unique examination of the intersections of culture, diplomacy,
and ethnic and national identity through the specific case of U.S.-Israeli relations and American Jewish
identity in the postwar period.

“…Eye on Israel is an intelligent and historically grounded study of the image of Israel in the United States
from the mid-1940s to the late 1950s … [it] is a truly valuable book that combines diplomatic and cultural
history in innovative ways … It is [a] book that will interest scholars in diplomatic studies, Middle East
studies, American Studies, and ethnic studies, as well as readers who are interested in the history of the Israel
or the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. One can only hope that Mart continues down this path; I would love to see
the book that takes this story through the 1967 war and beyond.” — Melani McAlister, American Jewish
History

“Mart’s book … adds to the literature and provides a number of enlightening examples and quotes. Read as a
cultural-intellectual—and less as a political-strategic—study of evolving attitudes toward Jews in postwar
America, this book supplements our understanding of what emerged as a central issue of U.S. foreign policy
in later years.” — American Historical Review

“…an impressive, well-documented and original effort to impart new insights and significance to a research
field that is permeated with simplistic and superficial generalizations.” — The Journal of Israeli History

“Historians in a variety of fields will appreciate Mart’s analysis of American popular culture and its
influence on political issues. Her documentation is carefully used and impressive in its range. A more
general audience will also appreciate this volume for its lively narrative and engaging subject matter.” —
The Journal of American History

“This is a dazzling combination of social, cultural, intellectual, political, and diplomatic history, relying on a
wealth of previously untapped original sources to provide a more nuanced look at the American response to
the partition of Palestine and the establishment of the State of Israel.” — David Desser, coauthor of
American Jewish Filmmakers, Second Edition
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Wilhelm:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Eye on Israel: How
America Came to View Israel as an Ally. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Michael Stricklin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Eye on Israel:
How America Came to View Israel as an Ally suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Eye on Israel: How America Came to View Israel as an Allyis one
of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Nicol Thomas:

Often the book Eye on Israel: How America Came to View Israel as an Ally has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Janelle Ramirez:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Eye on Israel: How America Came to View Israel as an Ally. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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