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With over 300 stunning photographs and woodblock prints along with extensive historical and
cultural commentary, Japanese Swords is the ultimate authority on Samurai weaponry.

Historically, Japanese warriors considered their swords to be far greater than simple weaponry. Their swords
were both lethal tools and divine companions — social and religious icons. Traditionally worn by the
samurai as a sign of social status, the Japanese sword represented the junction between the reigning military
class and those whom they ruled. Moreover, the samurai sword was a technological and artistic marvel.
Many scholars consider it to be the finest sword ever constructed.

In terms of symbolism and historical importance, no other blade comes close to the Japanese sword. With a
historical, iconographical, and technological perspective, author Cohn M. Roach provides an in-depth study
of these magnificent weapons in Japanese Swords. This richly illustrated sword book weaves the blade's
primary influences together, tracking its history and illuminating its progress from infancy to grandeur. By
studying the evolution of the Japanese sword from this perspective, we better understand Japan and its
warrior archetype.

Combining research materials from multiple disciplines, Roach uses his expertise as an educator to guide
readers through the sword's rise to greatness in a unique way. This book discusses the history, development,
and spiritual symbolism of the sword, as well as the esoteric metallurgical techniques used in making it. It
also covers the difficult training practices used by skilled swordsmen.

Japanese Swords also includes a companion DVD featuring a beautifully-filmed documentary that explores
the traditional swordmaker's craft. The DVD also contains an introduction to the Japanese sword at a sword
shop in Kyoto and a visit to a dojo for a beginner's class in the medieval sword-drawing art called iaido.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Blankenship:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Japanese Swords:
Cultural Icons of a Nation; The History, Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai Sword is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Corrine Steinke:

Japanese Swords: Cultural Icons of a Nation; The History, Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai
Sword can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Japanese Swords: Cultural Icons of a Nation; The History,
Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai Sword however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Andrew Gillon:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Japanese Swords: Cultural
Icons of a Nation; The History, Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai Sword is simple bringing you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Isaac Lewis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Japanese Swords: Cultural Icons of a
Nation; The History, Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai Sword or even others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Japanese Swords: Cultural
Icons of a Nation; The History, Metallurgy and Iconography of the Samurai Sword to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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