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Oil has played a major role in Venezuela’s economy since the first gusher was discovered along Lake
Maracaibo in 1922. As Miguel Tinker Salas demonstrates, oil has also transformed the country’s social,
cultural, and political landscapes. In The Enduring Legacy, Tinker Salas traces the history of the oil
industry’s rise in Venezuela from the beginning of the twentieth century, paying particular attention to the
experiences and perceptions of industry employees, both foreign and Venezuelan. He reveals how class
ambitions and corporate interests combined to reshape many Venezuelans’ ideas of citizenship. Middle-class
Venezuelans embraced the oil industry from the start, anticipating that it would transform the country by
introducing modern technology, sparking economic development, and breaking the landed elites’
stranglehold. Eventually Venezuelan employees of the industry found that their benefits, including relatively
high salaries, fueled loyalty to the oil companies. That loyalty sometimes trumped allegiance to the nation-
state.

North American and British petroleum companies, seeking to maintain their stakes in Venezuela, promoted
the idea that their interests were synonymous with national development. They set up oil camps—residential
communities to house their workers—that brought Venezuelan employees together with workers from the
United States and Britain, and eventually with Chinese, West Indian, and Mexican migrants as well. Through
the camps, the companies offered not just housing but also schooling, leisure activities, and acculturation
into a structured, corporate way of life. Tinker Salas contends that these practices shaped the heart and soul
of generations of Venezuelans whom the industry provided with access to a middle-class lifestyle. His
interest in how oil suffused the consciousness of Venezuela is personal: Tinker Salas was born and raised in
one of its oil camps.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Enduring
Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American Encounters/Global Interactions)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Nathan Herr:

The book The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make reading through a book The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open up and read a reserve The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American
Encounters/Global Interactions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Russell Stringer:

The book untitled The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with
easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Marla Fiske:

This The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
digest in reading this The Enduring Legacy: Oil, Culture, and Society in Venezuela (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired



even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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