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The Pacific Muse offers a fresh perspective on a seductively familiar topic: the colonial stereotype of the
exotic Pacific island woman. By tracing the evolution of female primitivism from Western antiquity to
twentieth-century Hollywood images, the book sheds new light on our understanding of how and why this
ideal has persisted and the major role it has played in the colonization of Pacific peoples.

While examining colonial culture in its many manifestations, from art, literature, and film to the journals of
explorers and missionaries, O’Brien rereads not only the canonical texts of Pacific imperialism, but also
lesser-known remnants of this cultural heritage with an eye to what they reveal about gender, sexuality, race,
and femininity. Over its long history – from the famous (and much romanticized) settlement of Tahitian
women and mutineers from the Bounty on Pitcairn Island in 1789 to the South Seas romantic tradition,
Gauguin, and beach culture – notions of female primitivism changed in response to the ideological
watersheds of Christianity, Enlightenment science, and race theories, as well as the development of
democratic nation-states, modernity, and colonialism. The Pacific Muse shows the continuities and
differences in representing colonized women across geographical regions and historical epochs and
highlights the importance of sexualization and feminization in imperial enterprises.

Including 37 illustrations of Pacific women from early etchings by shipboard artists to recent photographs,
this panoramic view of gendered Pacific history is enlightening reading for cultural anthropologists,
women’s and gender studies scholars, and historians of colonialism and the Pacific.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

This The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Pacific Muse: Exotic
Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) without we recognize teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Pacific Muse: Exotic
Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
phone. This The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series)
having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Perez:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific
(McLellan Endowed Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the
Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The
Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Daphne Jones:

The book The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

David Cormier:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan
Endowed Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways



to get book that you wanted.
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