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In 1903, a young woman sailed from India to Guiana as a “coolie”—the British name for indentured laborers
who replaced the newly emancipated slaves on sugar plantations all around the world. Pregnant and traveling
alone, this woman, like so many coolies, disappeared into history. In Coolie Woman—shortlisted for the
2014 Orwell Prize—her great-granddaughter Gaiutra Bahadur embarks on a journey into the past to find
her. Traversing three continents and trawling through countless colonial archives, Bahadur excavates not
only her great-grandmother’s story but also the repressed history of some quarter of a million other coolie
women, shining a light on their complex lives.

Shunned by society, and sometimes in mortal danger, many coolie women were either runaways, widows, or
outcasts. Many of them left husbands and families behind to migrate alone in epic sea voyages—traumatic
“middle passages”—only to face a life of hard labor, dismal living conditions, and, especially, sexual
exploitation. As Bahadur explains, however, it is precisely their sexuality that makes coolie women stand out
as figures in history. Greatly outnumbered by men, they were able to use sex with their overseers to gain
various advantages, an act that often incited fatal retaliations from coolie men and sometimes larger
uprisings of laborers against their overlords. Complex and unpredictable, sex was nevertheless a powerful
tool.

Examining this and many other facets of these remarkable women’s lives, Coolie Woman is a meditation on
survival, a gripping story of a double diaspora—from India to the West Indies in one century, Guyana to the
United States in the next—that is at once a search for one’s roots and an exploration of gender and power,
peril and opportunity. 
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Marni Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture it is very
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Tanya McNeil:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture.

Charles Holland:

The book untitled Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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