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Many homes across America have designs based on plans taken from pattern books or mail-order catalogs.
In Houses from Books, Daniel D. Reiff traces the history of published plans and offers the first
comprehensive survey of their influence on the structure and the style of American houses from 1738 to
1950.

Houses from Books shows that architectural publications, from Palladio’s I Quattro Libri to Aladdin's
Readi-Cut Homes, played a decisive role in every aspect of American domestic building. Reiff discusses the
people and the firms who produced the books as well as the ways in which builders and architects adapted
the designs in communities throughout the country. His book also offers a wide-ranging analysis of the
economic and social conditions shaping American building practices.

As architectural publication developed and grew more sophisticated, it played an increasingly prominent part
in the design and the construction of domestic buildings. In villages and small towns, which often did not
have professional architects, the publications became basic resources for carpenters and builders at all levels
of expertise. Through the use of published designs, they were able to choose among a variety of plans, styles,
and individual motifs and engage in a fruitful dialogue with past and present architects. Houses from Books
reconstructs this dialogue by examining the links between the published designs and the houses themselves.

Reiff’s book will be indispensable to architectural historians, architects, preservationists, and regional
historians. Realtors and homeowners will also find it of great interest. A catalog at the end of the book can
function as a guide for those attempting to locate a model and a date for a particular design. Houses from
Books contains a wealth of photographs, many by the author, that enhance its importance as a history and
guide.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

The book Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American
Architecture, 1738-1950 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Houses from Books: The Influence of
Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and
Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Christina Fitts:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and
Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Houses from Books: The Influence of
Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 content conveys thinking easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books,
and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer Wilson:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American
Architecture, 1738-1950 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life by this book Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and
Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950. You can more appealing than now.

Marion Driskell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social



similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 when you required it?
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