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Natsume Soseki (1867-1916) was the foremost Japanese novelist of the twentieth century, known for such
highly acclaimed works as Kokoro, Sanshiro, and I Am a Cat. Yet he began his career as a literary theorist
and scholar of English literature. In 1907, he published Theory of Literature, a remarkably forward-thinking
attempt to understand how and why we read. The text anticipates by decades the ideas and concepts of
formalism, structuralism, reader-response theory, and postcolonialism, as well as cognitive approaches to
literature that are only now gaining traction.

Employing the cutting-edge approaches of contemporary psychology and sociology, Soseki created a model
for studying the conscious experience of reading literature as well as a theory for how the process changes
over time and across cultures. Along with Theory of Literature, this volume reproduces a later series of
lectures and essays in which Soseki continued to develop his theories. By insisting that literary taste is
socially and historically determined, Soseki was able to challenge the superiority of the Western canon, and
by grounding his theory in scientific knowledge, he was able to claim a universal validity.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

The knowledge that you get from Theory of Literature and Other Critical Writings (Weatherhead Books on
Asia) is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Theory of Literature and Other Critical
Writings (Weatherhead Books on Asia) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific Theory of Literature and Other Critical Writings (Weatherhead Books on Asia) instantly.

Jacob Keys:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Theory of Literature and
Other Critical Writings (Weatherhead Books on Asia) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Theory of Literature and Other
Critical Writings (Weatherhead Books on Asia) become your current starter.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Theory of Literature and Other Critical Writings
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Walter Telford:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication Theory of Literature and Other Critical Writings
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get



book that you wanted.
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