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Best known as the longtime writer of the Mathematical Games column for Scientific American—which
introduced generations of readers to the joys of recreational mathematics—Martin Gardner has for decades
pursued a parallel career as a devastatingly effective debunker of what he once famously dubbed “fads and
fallacies in the name of science.” It is mainly in this latter role that he is onstage in this collection of choice
essays.
 
When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish takes aim at a gallery of amusing targets, ranging from Ann
Coulter’s qualifications as an evolutionary biologist to the logical fallacies of precognition and extrasensory
perception, from Santa Claus to The Wizard of Oz, from mutilated chessboards to the little-known “one-
poem poet” Langdon Smith (the original author of this volume’s title line). The writings assembled here fall
naturally into seven broad categories: Science, Bogus Science, Mathematics, Logic, Literature, Religion and
Philosophy, and Politics. Under each heading, Gardner displays an awesome level of erudition combined
with a wicked sense of humor.
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From reader reviews:

Odessa Currie:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish:
And Other Speculations About This and That book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Myrtle Hamer:

The book When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book When You
Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Karena Figueroa:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other Speculations About This and That.

Eddie Patten:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this When You Were a Tadpole and I Was a Fish: And Other
Speculations About This and That can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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