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In this revised edition of his earlier biography, Paul Simon provides an inspiring account of the life and work
of Elijah Lovejoy, an avid abolitionist in the 1830s and the first martyr to freedom of the press in the United
States.

Lovejoy was a native New Englander, the son of a Congregational minister. He came to the Midwest in 1827
in pursuit of a teaching career and succeeded in running his own school for two years in St. Louis. Teaching
failed to challenge Lovejoy, however, so he bought a half interest in the St. Louis Times and became its
editor. In 1832, after experiencing a religious conversion, he returned east to study for the ministry at
Princeton Theological Seminary. After his graduation, Lovejoy was called back to St. Louis by a group of
Christian businessmen to serve as the editor of a new religious newspaper, the Observer, promoting religion,
morality, and education. It was through this forum that Lovejoy took an ever stronger stance against slavery.

In the slave state of Missouri, such a view was not only unpopular, but in the eyes of many, criminal. As a
result, Lovejoy and his family suffered repeated persecution and acts of violence from angry mobs. In July
1836, in hopes of finding a more tolerant community in a "free" state, he moved both his printing press and
his family across the Mississippi River to Alton, Illinois.

The move to Alton was a fateful one. Lovejoy’s press was dismantled and thrown into the river by a mob on
the night of its arrival. Lovejoy ordered a new printing press, and it, too, was destroyed eleven months later.
A determined and dedicated man, Lovejoy ordered a third press, and city officials took special precautions to
ensure its safety after delivery. Nevertheless, an organized and angry mob rolled this third press, still in its
crate, into the river exactly one month after Lovejoy’s second press had been destroyed. A fourth press,
housed in a large stone warehouse and guarded by Lovejoy and his supporters, met the same fate but only
after a drunken mob had killed Lovejoy himself. He was buried two days later, 9 November 1837, on his
thirty-fifth birthday. No one was ever convicted of his murder.

Rather than suppressing the abolitionist movement, Lovejoy’s death caused an eruption of antislavery
activity throughout the nation. At a protest meeting in Ohio, John Brown dedicated his life to fighting
slavery, and Wendell Phillips emerged from a Lovejoy protest meeting in Boston to become a leader in the
antislavery fight.

Simon defines Lovejoy’s fight as a struggle for human dignity and the oppressed. He distinguishes Lovejoy
as a courageous and admirable individual and his story as an important and enduring one for both the cause
of freedom for the slaves and the cause of freedom of the press.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Freedom's Champion: Elijah Lovejoy. Try to make the book Freedom's
Champion: Elijah Lovejoy as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edward Gilbert:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Freedom's
Champion: Elijah Lovejoy book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Guillermo Behler:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Freedom's Champion: Elijah Lovejoy it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Marquita Oswald:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Freedom's Champion: Elijah Lovejoy your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written
in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to.
The Freedom's Champion: Elijah Lovejoy giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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