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In 1939, the United States Army Air Force trained just 1,200 new pilots. Yet, by the end of World War II,
airfields had become factories, and 193,440 young men had become pilots. Author William P. Mitchell
entered the pilot factory at San Antonio’s Kelly Field in January 1942. He then went to Garner Field near
Uvalde, Texas, for primary training; to Randolph Field for basic; to Brooks Field for advanced flying; and to
Del Valle for transition on the C-47.

Mitchell’s experiences were similar to those of thousands of young men. Because his mother kept his
wartime letters, readers of this book can catch glimpses of a world long vanished and an era that now seems
innocent and naive. Mitchell worried about washing out, but he eventually learned to do nighttime “blitz”
landings without lights, to loop and roll and recover from a spin, to identify an aircraft from its silhouette,
and to navigate cross country. Like many of his peers, he wanted to be a pursuit pilot, but he was assigned to
C-47s, a disappointment to which he resigned himself. As a member of the 73d Squadron of the 434th Troop
Carrier Group, he delivered glider infantry at Normandy, dropped airborne troops during Operation Market
Garden, and supplied the 101st Airborne Division during the Battle of the Bulge.

Mitchell’s letters remind us that learning to fly was a romantic and unexpected adventure for the young men
of the Greatest Generation who flew for the USAAF.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Austin:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of
Flight Series). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series). You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Joan Beverly:

Here thing why that From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series) are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of From the Pilot
Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Pamela Dodge:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this From the Pilot Factory, 1942
(Centennial of Flight Series) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Angie Blakney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be From the Pilot Factory, 1942 (Centennial of Flight Series) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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