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Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past several decades found
work in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working
conditions. In the 1990s, the garment industry was one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City
and workers in Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produced 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in
New York City. Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin offers a
detailed and complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother
and aunts worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family
circumstances, ethnic relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how
these factors affect whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees.

Chin's study contrasts the working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories.
Her comparison of the two practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for
immigrants. While both sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax
enforcement of safety regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage
employees, almost entirely female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese
workers tend to be documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more
paternalistic relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the
garment industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender
roles in the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian
workers, both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional
gender roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and
would rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions.

Chin's work also provides an overview of the history of the garment industry, examines immigration
strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment
Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative
Studies on Ethnicity and Race) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia
Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Ronald Fowler:

Precisely why? Because this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Spencer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment
Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) this book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Patricia Carter:

This Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies
on Ethnicity and Race) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief



your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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