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Stories Old and New is the first complete translation of Feng Menglong’s Gujin xiaoshuo (also known as
Yushi mingyan, Illustrious Words to Instruct the World), a collection of 40 short stories first published in
1620 in China. This is considered the best of Feng’s three such collections and was a pivotal work in the
development of vernacular fiction. The stories are valuable as examples of early fiction and for their detailed
depiction of daily life among a broad range of social classes. The stories are populated by scholars and
courtesans, spirits and ghosts, Buddhist monks and nuns, pirates and emperors, and officials both virtuous
and corrupt. The streets and abodes of late-Ming China come alive in Shuhui Yang and Yunqin Yang’s
smooth and colorful translation of these entertaining tales.

Stories Old and New has long been popular in China and has been published there in numerous editions.
Although some of the stories have appeared in English translations in journals and anthologies, they have not
previously been presented sequentially in thematic pairs as arranged by Feng Menglong. This unabridged
translation, illustrated with a selection of woodcuts from the original Ming dynasty edition and including
Feng’s interlinear notes and marginal comments, as well as all of the verse woven throughout the text, allows
the modern reader to experience the text as did its first audience nearly four centuries ago.

For other titles in the collection go to http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/books/ming.html
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

The feeling that you get from Stories Old and New: A Ming Dynasty Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection
(Paperback)) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Stories Old and New: A
Ming Dynasty Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this Stories Old and New: A Ming Dynasty Collection
(Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) instantly.

Howard Martinez:

The book Stories Old and New: A Ming Dynasty Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Stories Old and
New: A Ming Dynasty Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Barbara Morton:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Stories Old and New: A Ming Dynasty
Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Valeria May:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Stories Old and New: A Ming Dynasty Collection (Ming Dynasty Collection (Paperback)) when you
desired it?
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