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Some 37,000 soldiers from six German principalities, collectively remembered as Hessians, entered service
as British auxiliaries in the American War of Independence. At times, they constituted a third of the British
army in North America, and thousands of them were imprisoned by the Americans. Despite the importance
of Germans in the British war effort, historians have largely overlooked these men. Drawing on research in
German military records and common soldiers’ letters and diaries, Daniel Krebs places the prisoners on
center stage in A Generous and Merciful Enemy, portraying them as individuals rather than simply as
numbers in casualty lists.

Setting his account in the context of British and European politics and warfare, Krebs explains the
motivations of the German states that provided contract soldiers for the British army. We think of the
Hessians as mercenaries, but, as he shows, many were conscripts. Some were new recruits; others, veterans.
Some wanted to stay in the New World after the war. Krebs further describes how the Germans were made
prisoners, either through capture or surrender, and brings to life their experiences in captivity from New
England to Havana, Cuba.

Krebs discusses prison conditions in detail, addressing both the American approach to war prisoners and the
prisoners’ responses to their experience. He assesses American efforts as a “generous and merciful enemy”
to use the prisoners as economic, military, and propagandistic assets. In the process, he never loses sight of
the impact of imprisonment on the POWs themselves.

Adding new dimensions to an important but often neglected topic in military history, Krebs probes the
origins of the modern treatment of POWs. An epilogue describes an almost-forgotten 1785 treaty between
the United States and Prussia, the first in western legal history to regulate the treatment of prisoners of war.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Fowler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A Generous
and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and
Commanders Series)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Julie Moore:

The guide untitled A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American
Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the
American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Sherri King:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for
German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) reserve
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German
Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) as good book not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kenneth Copeland:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for
German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) to make
your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially.



It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve A Generous
and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.

Download and Read Online A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life
for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) Daniel Krebs
#AGYTUESX9N4



Read A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners
of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs for online ebook

A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A
Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs books to read online.

Online A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the
American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs ebook
PDF download

A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs Doc

A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs Mobipocket

A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) by Daniel Krebs EPub


