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William E. Nelson's first volume of the four-volume The Common Law of Colonial America (2008)
established a new benchmark for study of colonial era legal history. Drawing from both a rich archival base
and existing scholarship on the topic, the first volume demonstrated how the legal systems of Britain's
thirteen North American colonies-each of which had unique economies, political structures, and religious
institutions -slowly converged into a common law order that differed substantially from English common
law.

The first volume focused on how the legal systems of the Chesapeake colonies--Virginia and Maryland--
contrasted with those of the New England colonies and traced these dissimilarities from the initial settlement
of America until approximately 1660. In this new volume, Nelson brings the discussion forward, covering
the years from 1660, which saw the Restoration of the British monarchy, to 1730. In particular, he analyzes
the impact that an increasingly powerful British government had on the evolution of the common law in the
New World. As the reach of the Crown extended, Britain imposed far more restrictions than before on the
new colonies it had chartered in the Carolinas and the middle Atlantic region. The government's intent was to
ensure that colonies' laws would align more tightly with British law. Nelson examines how the newfound
coherence in British colonial policy led these new colonies to develop common law systems that
corresponded more closely with one another, eliminating much of the variation that socio-economic
differences had created in the earliest colonies. As this volume reveals, these trends in governance ultimately
resulted in a tension between top-down pressures from Britain for a more uniform system of laws and
bottom-up pressures from colonists to develop their own common law norms and preserve their own
distinctive societies. Authoritative and deeply researched, the volumes in The Common Law of Colonial
America will become the foundational resource for anyone interested the history of American law before the
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

The book untitled The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and the
Carolinas, 1660-1730 is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and the Carolinas, 1660-
1730 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Proctor:

Exactly why? Because this The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies and
the Carolinas, 1660-1730 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Nicholas Gober:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The
Middle Colonies and the Carolinas, 1660-1730, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.

Christopher Decker:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. The Common Law in Colonial America: Volume II: The Middle Colonies
and the Carolinas, 1660-1730 can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.
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