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Flourishing from the inland cities of Syria down through the Tigris and Euphrates valley, Syriac speakers in
late antiquity created a new and often brilliant expression of Christian culture. Although the origins of their
traditions are notoriously difficult to trace, authors of fourth-century Syrian communities achieved
sophisticated forms of expression whose content little resembles the Christian culture of their neighbors to
the west. From the fourth through the seventh centuries they achieved religious works of great beauty and
complexity.

Increasing interest in Syriac Christianity has prompted recent translations and studies. To Train His Soul in
Books explores numerous aspects of this rich religious culture, extending previous lines of scholarly
investigation and demonstrating the activity of Syriac-speaking scribes and translators busy assembling
books for the training of biblical interpreters, ascetics, and learned clergy.

Befitting an intensely literary culture, it begins with the development of Syriac poetry--the genre beloved by
Ephrem and other, anonymous authors. It considers the long tradition of Aramaic and Syriac words for the
chronic condition of sin, and explores the dimensions of the immense work of Syriac translators with a study
of the Syriac life of Athanasius. Essays consider the activity of learned ascetics, with a proposal of the likely
monastic origin of the Apocalypse of Daniel; the goal and concept of renunciation; and the changes rung by
Syriac-speaking ascetics on the daily reality of housekeeping.

Also included in the volume are two essays on the influence of Syriac literary culture on Greek traditions,
and in turn ascetic life. Finally, an original poem in Syriac demonstrates the continuing vitality of this
culture, both in its homeland and in the Diaspora.

These essays seek to extend and honor the work of renowned scholar and pillar of the Department of Semitic
and Egyptian Languages at the Catholic University of America, Sidney H. Griffith.

Robin Darling Young is associate professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame. Monica J.
Blanchard is curator of the Semitics/Institute of Christian Oriental Research Library at the Catholic
University of America.



Contributors: Joseph P. Amar, Gary A. Anderson, Monica J. Blanchard, Sebastian Brock, Alexander
Golitzin, Susan Ashbrook Harvey, Michael J. Hollerich, Francisco Javier Martínez, Kathleen McVey,
Shawqi Talia, and Robin Darling Young
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This To Train His Soul
in Books: Syriac Asceticism in Early Christianity (Studies In Early Christianity) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Edward Stevenson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want
attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the To Train His Soul in Books: Syriac Asceticism in Early
Christianity (Studies In Early Christianity) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Gretchen Clark:

The reserve untitled To Train His Soul in Books: Syriac Asceticism in Early Christianity (Studies In Early
Christianity) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of To Train His Soul in Books: Syriac
Asceticism in Early Christianity (Studies In Early Christianity) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Herman Jenkins:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this To Train His Soul in Books: Syriac Asceticism in Early
Christianity (Studies In Early Christianity) can make you experience more interested to read.
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