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From the earliest days of cinema, scandalous films such as The Kiss (1896) attracted audiences eager to see
provocative images on screen. With controversial content, motion pictures challenged social norms and
prevailing laws at the intersection of art and entertainment. Today, the First Amendment protects a wide
range of free speech, but this wasn’t always the case. For the first fifty years, movies could be censored and
banned by city and state officials charged with protecting the moral fabric of their communities. Once film
was embraced under the First Amendment by the Supreme Court’s Miracle decision in 1952, new problems
pushed notions of acceptable content even further.

Dirty Words & Filthy Pictures explores movies that changed the law and resulted in greater creative freedom
for all. Relying on primary sources that include court decisions, contemporary periodicals, state censorship
ordinances, and studio production codes, Jeremy Geltzer offers a comprehensive and fascinating history of
cinema and free speech, from the earliest films of Thomas Edison to the impact of pornography and the
Internet. With incisive case studies of risqué pictures, subversive foreign films, and banned B-movies, he
reveals how the legal battles over film content changed long-held interpretations of the Constitution,
expanded personal freedoms, and opened a new era of free speech. An important contribution to film studies
and media law, Geltzer’s work presents the history of film and the First Amendment with an unprecedented
level of detail.
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From reader reviews:

John James:

This book untitled Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Timothy Hardy:

Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film
and the First Amendment however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Wilma Hogan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and
the First Amendment e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Dirty
Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and the First Amendment as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sandra Lynn:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dirty Words and Filthy Pictures: Film and
the First Amendment can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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