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During the 1980s fifty-seven of Mississippi's 410 county supervisors from twenty-six of the state's eighty-
two counties were charged with corruption. The FBI's ploy to catch the criminals was code-named Operation
Pretense.

Ingenious undercover investigation exposed the supervisors' wide-scaled subterfuge in purchasing goods and
services. Because supervisors themselves controlled and monitored the purchasing system, they could supply
sham documentation and spurious invoices. Operation Pretense was devised in response to the complaint of a
disgruntled company owner, a Pentecostal preacher who balked at adding a required 10 percent kickback to
his bid.

Detailing the intricate story, this book gives an account of the FBI's stratagem of creating a decoy company
that ingratiated itself throughout the supervisors' fiefdoms and brought about a jolting exposé, sweeping
repercussions, and a crusade for reform.

The case was so notable that CBS's Mike Wallace came to Mississippi to cast the Sixty Minutes spotlight on
this astonishing sting and on the humiliated public servants it exposed to public shame.

The conditions that gave rise to such pervasive malfeasance, the major players on both sides, the mortifying
indictments, and the push to finish the clean up are all discussed here.

In the wake of Operation Pretense were ruined careers, a spirit of watchdog reform, and an overhauled
purchasing system bared to public sunshine. However, this cautioning book reveals a system that remains far
from perfect.

This narrative report on the largest public corruption scandal in Mississippi history serves as a reminder of
the conditions that allow such crime to flourish.

James R. Crockett is a professor of accountancy at the University of Southern Mississippi. His work has been
published in Journal of Accounting Education, Accounting Educator's Journal, and Journal of Education for
Business, among others.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Operation Pretense: The FBI's
Sting on County Corruption in Mississippi book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Patricia Watts:

The e-book untitled Operation Pretense: The FBI's Sting on County Corruption in Mississippi is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Operation Pretense: The FBI's
Sting on County Corruption in Mississippi from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Tony Paulson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Operation Pretense: The FBI's Sting on County Corruption in
Mississippi it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book offers high quality.

Laree Drummond:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Operation Pretense: The FBI's Sting on County
Corruption in Mississippi was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Operation Pretense: The FBI's Sting on County Corruption in Mississippi has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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