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Essay from the year 2012 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,0, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz (Department of English and Linguistics), course: Introduction to Literary Studies,
language: English, comment: Erstsemesterarbeit , abstract: Much has been written about Mademoiselle Reisz
(in the following abbreviated with Reisz), the independent pianist in Kate Chopin's novel The Awakening.
Critics either interpreted her as Edna Pontellier's "artistic role model" (Seidel, "Painting" 231) or as a
"conjurer" (Giorcelli 137), who is "always dressed in black" (Giorcelli 136) and therefore portrays a vivid
contrast to Edna's feminine friend Adèle Ratignolle, who is "always dressed in white" (Giorcelli 136).
Although Reisz is a secondary character, who only ap¬pears in five chapters (Ch. IX, XVI, XX, XXI, XXX),
the author nevertheless offers another aspect of her. In the following, this paper will show that Edna attempts
to compensate the loss of her mother by replacing her with a metaphorical mother-figure whom she finds in
Reisz. II. The Early Motherlessness of Edna Pontellier In order to understand Edna's motivation to find a
mother-figure in Reisz, her child¬hood has to be reflected upon. Throughout the novel, the recipient is
granted only little in¬formation about Edna's deceased mother, who remains nameless. Joyce Dyer points out
that "[i]t is interesting that Chopin treats Edna's motherlessness so briefly and, appar¬ently, so casually.
Edna's avoidance of the issue suggests how painful it is" (91-92). Cristina Giorcelli goes further by stating
that "[d]eprived of a mother, Edna could not fully be a daughter" (118). Thus, it is, from a psychological
approach, deducible that the 28 year old protagonist lacks an important step in her identification process. As
Edna confesses to Adèle, she feels like walking "idly, aimlessly, unthinking and unguided" (Chopin 38). The
link between the lacking guidance and the absent mother is immediately set when t
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure.
All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

James Dickens:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance
to remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The
Metaphorical Mother-Figure book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Ramon Hudson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Ida Acord:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Metaphorical
Mother-Figure. You can more attractive than now.
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