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The Spirit of Laws is one of the most influential books of all time. This masterpiece of political philosophy
was widely read throughout Europe, attracted an especially enthusiastic readership in England, and had a
profound effect on the framers of the American Constitution. Montesquieu (1689-1755), already famous and
controversial through his Persian Letters, a work of his youth in which he humorously satirized the foibles of
French society, turned in his later years to this serious treatise on the nature of law. But though the subject
itself was profound, this gravitas did not inhibit the famous Montesquieu wit. Master of the pithy bon mot, he
managed to survey a great deal of political and philosophical territory while keeping his readers charmed
with memorable and artfully turned phrases. "Liberty," he says, "consists in the ability to do what one ought
to desire and in not being forced to do what one ought not to desire." Concerning the unpopularity of the
English in France, he says it is due to their arrogance, which is such that even in peace "they seem to
negotiate with none but enemies."

The scope of this masterful work is truly prodigious. Montesquieu explores the essentials of good
government; compares and contrasts despotism, monarchy, and democracy; and discusses the factors that
lead to corruption of governments. Among the many other topics considered are education of the citizenry,
crime and punishment, abuse of power and of liberty, individual rights, taxation, slavery, the role of women,
the influence of climate on the temper of a people and their form of government, commerce, religion, and a
host of additional subjects.

The Spirit of Laws is essential and genuinely enjoyable reading for anyone interested in the development of
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus))? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donna Salerno:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Deanna Reed:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)).

Joe Garner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Spirit of Laws
(Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) become your personal starter.
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