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In this provocative book, Sylvia Tesh shows how "politics masquerades as science" in the debates over the
causes and prevention of disease.Tesh argues that ideas about the causes of disease which dominate policy at
any given time or place are rarely determined by scientific criteria alone. The more critical factors are beliefs
about how much government can control industry, who should take risks when scientists are uncertain, and
whether the individual or society has the ultimate responsibility for health. Tesh argues that instead of
lamenting the presence of this extra-scientific reasoning, it should be brought out of hiding and welcomed.
She illustrates her position by analyzing five different theories of disease causality that have vied for
dominance during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and discusses in detail the political implications of
each theory. Tesh also devotes specific chapters to the multicausal theory of disease, to health education
policy in Cuba, to the 1981 air traffic controller's strike, to the debate over Agent Orange, and to an analysis
of science as a belief system. Along the way she makes these prinicipal points: She criticizes as politically
conservative the idea that diseases result from a multifactorial web of causes. Placing responsibility for
disease prevention on "society" is ideological, she argues. In connection with the air traffic controllers she
questions whether it is in a union's best interests to claim that workers' jobs are stressful. She shows why
there are no entirely neutral answers to questions about the toxicity of environmental pollutants. In a final
chapter, Tesh urges scientists to incorporate egalitarian values into their search for the truth, rather than
pretending science can be divorced from that political ideology. Sylvia Noble Tesh, a political scientist, is on
the faculty of the University of Michigan School of Public Health.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

The actual book Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology and Disease Prevention Policy will bring you to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology
and Disease Prevention Policy is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Clarence Nelson:

The publication untitled Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology and Disease Prevention Policy is the reserve
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology and
Disease Prevention Policy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Matthew Hood:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology and Disease Prevention
Policy can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Joseph Lee:

The reason? Because this Hidden Arguments: Political Ideology and Disease Prevention Policy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.
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