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The 2010 earthquake in Haiti was one of the deadliest disasters in modern history, sparking an international
aid response—with pledges and donations of $16 billion—that was exceedingly generous. But now, five
years later, that generous aid has clearly failed. In Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti, anthropologist Mark
Schuller captures the voices of those involved in the earthquake aid response, and they paint a sharp,
unflattering view of the humanitarian enterprise.  
 
Schuller led an independent study of eight displaced-persons camps in Haiti, compiling more than 150
interviews ranging from Haitian front-line workers and camp directors to foreign humanitarians and many
displaced Haitian people. The result is an insightful account of why the multi-billion-dollar aid response not
only did little to help but also did much harm, triggering a range of unintended consequences, rupturing
Haitian social and cultural institutions, and actually increasing violence, especially against women. The book
shows how Haitian people were removed from any real decision-making, replaced by a top-down, NGO-
dominated system of humanitarian aid, led by an army of often young, inexperienced foreign workers.
Ignorant of Haitian culture, these aid workers unwittingly enacted policies that triggered a range of negative
results. Haitian interviewees also note that the NGOs “planted the flag,” and often tended to “just do
something,” always with an eye to the “photo op” (in no small part due to the competition over funding).
Worse yet, they blindly supported the eviction of displaced people from the camps, forcing earthquake
victims to relocate in vast shantytowns that were hotbeds of violence.
 
Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti concludes with suggestions to help improve humanitarian aid in the
future, perhaps most notably, that aid workers listen to—and respect the culture of—the victims of
catastrophe.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti. Try to make book Humanitarian
Aftershocks in Haiti as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Teresa Sullivan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti as the daily resource information.

Walter Burchett:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

David Thompson:

This Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Humanitarian Aftershocks in
Haiti in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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